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L ong Island outdoors lovers are
often looking for environmental
organizations to volunteer with
come spring. Especially attrac-
tive are grassroots societies that

endeavor to promote, protect and im-
prove our coastal water resources.

“This really is important work,” says
Robyn Silvestri, executive director of
Save The Great South Bay, which runs
creek cleanups, restores oysters, plants
bay-friendly habitats and provides both

education and advocacy opportunities.
“Many of us grew up fishing, boating,
clamming and enjoying these beautiful
waters. A healthy bay, we believe, fos-
ters a healthy community.”

WHAT ARE WATER SOCIETIES?
There are dozens of such groups and

organizations on Long Island. Some
focus their efforts on a local basis,
while others partner with larger re-
gional or even national chapters. Most
are nonprofits that depend on grants,
donations and volunteers to complete
their tasks.

Like Silvestri, Courtney Garneau,
chairperson for the Eastern Long Island
chapter of the Surfrider Foundation,
focuses her organization’s water protec-
tion and improvement efforts on a
specific area: the South Fork.

“For us, it’s about promoting healthy
beaches and clean water where people
can recreate,” Garneau says. “We do
beach cleanups and create ocean-
friendly gardens, but we also work
through the legislature to advance our
cause.”

WHAT ELSE DO THEY DO?
The Surfrider Foundation’s Blue

Water Task Force partners with
Peconic Baykeeper, an organization
dedicated to protecting and restoring
Long Island’s swimmable, drinkable
and fishable waters from the Twin
Forks through the Great South Bay. It

also partners with the Concerned Citi-
zens of Montauk to provide testing
results throughout the year that let
people know if the waters are safe.

While grassroots water protection
organizations are generally easy to find
on a local basis, larger not-for-profits like
Save the Sound and The Nature Conser-
vancy offer plenty of volunteer opportuni-
ties as well. Save The Sound works with
several Long Island water groups to
monitor North Shore waters and is in-
volved in ecological restoration projects.

With The Nature Conservancy, “Im-
proving the health of Long Island’s bays
and harbors is a top priority for our
New York operation,” says NY Ocean
Program Director Carl LoBue. The
Nature Conservancy leads efforts to
protect and restore natural coastal
properties, rebuild populations of for-
age fish and improve water quality by
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Plenty of groups offer ways to help
protect the vital coastal resource
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Volunteers and staff members work together to tend oyster cages for Peconic Baykeeper. Dozens of organizations on Long Island help protect our water resources.
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advancing science, policy and financ-
ing that’s needed to modernize Long
Island’s sewers and replace our
outdated cesspools with innovative

clean water alternatives.
This past year, The Nature Con-

servancy purchased more than
600,000 oversized oysters from
Long Island shellfish farmers strug-
gling from low sales due to
COVID-19 and helped stock them at
shellfish restoration areas in Oyster
Bay, Bellport Bay, Moriches Bay and
Shinnecock Bay.

In western Long Island Sound, the
Coalition to Save Hempstead Har-
bor (CSHH), a nonprofit environ-
mental organization in existence for
35 years, sets its sights on identify-
ing, eliminating and providing solu-
tions to environmental threats in
local waters.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
CSHH coordinates three monitor-

ing programs and other activities,
including participating in Save The
Sound’s Unified Water Study for
Long Island Sound Bays and Har-
bors, and can always use volunteers
and donations.

“We encourage the public to
become stewards of the environ-
ment and to help in furthering
conservation efforts,” says Carol
DiPaolo, programs director. Cur-
rently, the group is monitoring
water quality in Tappen Marina in
Glenwood Landing around seed
clams, which are being raised by the
Town of Oyster Bay.

“We are hoping that, eventually,
clams raised in Hempstead Harbor
will be used to increase the harbor’s
shellfish population and help clean
our waters.”

George Hoffman of the Setauket Harbor Task Force takes water samples.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
There are many organizations
dedicated to protecting, improving
and restoring Long Island waters.
Here’s a sampling of a few especially
active groups with volunteer sign-up
opportunities:
\ Save The Great South Bay:
savethegreatsouthbay.org
\ Eastern Long Island Surfrider
Foundation: easternli.surfrider.org
\ Save The Sound:
savethesound.org
\ Peconic Baykeeper:
peconicbaykeeper.org
\ The Nature Conservancy:
nature.org
\ Coalition to Save Hempstead
Harbor:
coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org
\ Coastal Steward: coastalsteward
.org/contact-us.html
\ Citizens Campaign For The
Environment: citizenscampaign.org
\ Cornell Cooperative Extension
of Suffolk County Marine Pro-
gram: ccesuffolk.org/marine
\ Friends of the Bay:
friendsofthebay.org
\ Salonga Wetland Advocates
Network: liswan.org
\ Setauket Harbor Task Force:
facebook.com/SetauketHarbor

SE
TA

UK
ET

H
A

RB
O

R
TA

SK
FO

RC
E

2165043401

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ +51015% %%
OFF OFFOFF

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITSYOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1-888-552-1791CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License#
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration#
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

uPVC Frame

Micromesh

Existing Gutter

Hanger

4

3

2

1

B3

Explore
LI

new
sday.com

N
EW

SDAY,
W

ED
N

ESDAY,
A

PRIL28,
2021


